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Application No. 10/768,095 
Amendment dated September 1 8, 2006 
Reply to Office Action of May 23, 2006 


-REMARKS/ARGUMENTS- 


Claims 1 to 21 remain in the application. 

The Abstract has been amended to remove any legal phraseology. 

The Drawings were objected to under 31 CFR 1.83(a) as foiling to show reference numeral 


28. 


Reference numeral 28 has been removed from Paragraph [00017] of the specification to 
ensure consistency between the figures and the text of the application. Reference numeral 28 
was not essential to the understanding of the disclosed invention. It was only used to refer to . 
me surface of the circuit board 20 on which the transformer 24 and the relays 22 axe mounted. 
Clahus 1 to 5, 11 to 14 and 19 to 21 were objected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Aston (U.S. Patent No. 3,581,062). 

According to the Examiner, Asbton discloses a room thermostat encompassing a circuit 
board, with at least one electric relay . Applicant respectfully disagrees. 

AS defined in paragraph [0002] of the present application, electric and electromagnetic relays 
axe electxomechanical switches comprising an electromagnet that can be energized to move a 
contact between closed and opened positions. The change of state of the contact produces a 
click sound. 

In contrast, Ashton is directed to an electronic thermostat including a solid sfife electronic , 
Switch, such as a myrbtor or a silicone controlled rectifier (S.C-R.) (see Abstract and column 
1 last paragraph). A solid state electronic switch is not an electric relay and does not produce 
any click sound- By nature, a solid state electronic switch, such as S CR. does not have any 
mechanical parts, such as an electromagnet armature. S.CR.'s do not emit any click sound 
and are typically used for noise-free applications, and as such they do not require any acousuc 
insulation. 

It is also respectfully submitted that Ashton's electronic switch (i.e. S.C.R.) is located outside 
of the mass of potting compound (see Ashton Figure 1). 
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to « Mependen, CUims .,U- 20 as »«n .s toe etoto* depend** ~™ 
** over Ashm etooe Astoon is M end »1y di.eo.eo to . eleenon.e 

thermostat having an electronic switch aid nothing else. 

The tenons reference, eited by toe B^iner and enmotoed win, Astoon in - 
M ee. the other Olsons do noteore toe deficiencies of the primary ,efe«nee as toseoased h«m 
^ Thoa, the raining decent cl.hna . patent for a, ,eaa, one teasona otohned 
ab „,e wito eeapeot .0 the Exanrinere .02 tojeedon Wi.hdn.wa, of toe Earners 103 
rejections are thus anticipated- 

to toe ewan. <he, there » any prions ooncendng this Aa.endtn.nt or to. Application in 
general, toe Branainer ia «*peettoll, nrged to telephone toe ondcaigned ao to« ptoaeeut-on 
of this application may be expedited. 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANCOIS HOUDE 


By: 


Q^t^hftTl^ 2006 
Date 



Sebastien^CLARK, Registration No. 56,651 
Agentfof Record 
OGILVY RENAULT LLP 
1981 McGill College Avenue, #1600 
Montreal; Quebec, Canada H3A 2Y3 
Tel.: (514) 847-4259 
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